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TEACH A CHILD TO FISH
Through most of the year, we take groups of children on fishing 

charters. The children rise early, before dawn and head down 
to Queenscliff Harbour in the Cottage bus. The generously 

donated hand knitted scarves, beanies and gloves are 
particularly welcome in the cool mornings. 

The children are on the boat for about four hours. 
With professional fishermen leading the charters, the 
children always come back to Cottage with a good 
haul of seafood.

Depending on the season, they will catch: flat head, 
snapper, gummy shark, whiting and squid.

There’s also a good chance of spotting seals, dolphins 
and stingrays while out on the bay.

The adventure doesn’t stop when the boat pulls back to the 
harbour. The children watch the fish being cleaned, some even 

get a chance to help. Then it’s time to bring the bounty back to the 
Cottage where the children help prepare and cook the morning’s catch. Of course they all take 
part in eating as well.

Many of the children have never fished before, very few have been on a boat or eaten fresh 
seafood. It is an experience that can open a world of 
opportunity. Especially because the children are given a 
rod each to take home.

This opportunity is an additional cost to our standard camp 
and we have been very lucky to have the support of private 
philanthropists to fund these fishing charters. If you are 
interested in contributing please make a note when you 
donate. A charter between costs $800 and $1,000.
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Recently we welcomed a very familiar face 
to join our camp team as a junior camp 
leader. Ebony began her journey with the 
Cottage in Grade 6 and stayed with our 
programs all the way through to the end of 
high school.

This is a little of what Ebony told us about 
her experience coming to Cottage by the 
Sea over seven years:

“They’ve given me so much confidence, 
connections into the real world, leadership 
experience … and heaps of experiences 
that I would never have been able to do at 
home and through normal life. You meet so 
many new people and it opens your mind 
to so many new things that now I know I can 
do.  Maybe I didn’t know I was capable of it 
before but they’ve encouraged me so much 
that I’m stronger.”

When a new position came available to 
join our camp team, Ebony was straight on 
the phone in hope of securing an interview. 
Success! She was the perfect candidate.

Ebony’s first day on the camp team involved 
some of her favourite activities as a 
participant, heading over to the Queenscliff 
Marina and climbing the 360Q Tower. In 
the afternoon we were down at the beach 
and in the water for a swim. Ebony spent 
her time in the water helping some of the 
smaller campers jump over the waves and 
having a great time. We’re all super excited 
to welcome Ebony to the camp team and 
look forward to working with her on future 
programs.



Since our first post-COVID group of children arrived in November 2020, 
the walls of the Cottage have echoed with noisy fun and laughter. 
We have welcomed children from small rural towns, suburban 
Melbourne and as far away as East Gippsland where devastating 
fires had traumatic effects on many communities. Some groups 
come with their primary school, while others have been referred by 
welfare agencies. 

Each group enjoys fun packed days full 
of exciting seaside adventures. Children 
boogie board, they surf, they go for 
long walks and discover the marine 
environment. Some are lucky enough to 
go on a boat in the ocean to fish or swim 
with seals. There are games at Cottage 
as well as the simple pleasure of building 
a sand castle with friends .

The renovation of our facilities has reinvigorated everyone at 
Cottage and we have begun a new era of increased camp sizes. 
Historically, camps catered for approximately 20 children. We have 
begun to double that number. This allows us to help more children 
have access to opportunities for fun and inspiration.

MORE CHILDREN TAKE 
A BREAK AT COTTAGE

Our older Mentor participants joined us in February for their 
first camp of 2021. This group of 16 to 19 year olds have been at 
Cottage for three or more years. They were all very excited to 
be back together again.

Following an after school pickup and a hearty “Chef Marco” 
meal, participants completed a Responsible Service of Alcohol 
course. While some are not yet 18, the qualification will last 
three years and is a very useful employment skill.  For many, 
this will sit alongside barista and other hospitality training they 
have gained at Cottage.

Day two was an adventure down the Great Ocean Road, with 
horse riding first on the itinerary.  Into the bush, along the ridge 
line and with views for miles of the beautifully clear ocean 
below. Our Mentors thoroughly enjoyed their horse riding 
experience.  It was a nice way to relax and take in the scenery 
in such a quiet and peaceful environment. 

After a short break and a re-energising bite to eat, the Mentors 
walked up the winding path to Split Point lighthouse. Then there 
were caves to explore, a stroll along the Koorie Cultural Walk 
in Point Addis, followed by another day back on the Bellarine 
snorkelling and hanging out with good friends.

TOGETHER AGAIN



In March, we took our REEFies 
camping in the forest.  They were 
set a task of navigating their own 
way around the hiking trail, using 
the map and their leadership skills. 
With no technology, no phones, no watches and no access to the time, our Forest REEFies were 
in control of rest stops, lunch and water breaks. 

One camper was quick to take the lead, reading the map carefully and making sure she 
understood the map key. Her communication with everyone was encouraging as she waited 
for all REEFies to hike up the hills, made sure they all took the right turn and listened when others 
needed a break. When it was time for others to take the lead, they always consulted her first and 
would check in with her for advice and guidance. Her willingness to help others and lead even 
without the official role was outstanding. 

Showing good leadership is challenging and takes a lot of practice, this young REEFie is well and 
truly on her journey to becoming a positive leader in our community. 

The sun was out, the sky blue, only 
a whisper of wind and all you could 
hear were the excited REEFies*.

After nearly a year long wait between 
camps, it was time to get our second year REEFies back in the water. Our water REEFies hit the 
waves for surfing, spilling, chilling and riding to their hearts content.

The thrill of being back in the water continued as they paddled, wobbled and glided through 
the water on the stand up paddle boards. The water REEFies continued with exploring and 
discovering the ocean environment through rock pooling and snorkelling.

An evening walk along the beach to watch the sunset reflected on the water was a calming and 
awe inspiring moment for our water REEFies. They were finally back in thesupportive environment 
of Cottage by the Sea.

Water REEFies

Forest REEFies

*REEF – Recreation, Education, Environment, Friendship. Our REEF program follows children 
through the transition from Primary to Secondary School.  On- and off-site camp activities are 
designed to help young people develop skills that will open up opportunities now and in the 



On Tuesday 2nd March Cottage by the Sea held an inaugural 
Giving Day.  For 24 hours, every donation to Cottage by the 
Sea was matched, dollar for dollar to double each donation! 
Our generous matching donors included APCO Foundation, 
Ducas Paul Foundation, Rod Laver (Cottage by the Sea 
Ambassador) and several anonymous supporters.

“This is the first time we have held this type of fundraiser, 
but it has been close to 12 months since we have been 
able to host any fundraising events, including the Annual 
Fair, so we needed to start trying new things,” explains 
Adam Wake, CEO

“On top of having a reduced income since COVID restrictions 
came into effect, the pandemic has also increased the number of 
children in need. Social isolation and economic hardships have left 
more children at risk of disengagement.”

“We have been really touched by the support of our community. 
The number of donations, the generosity of the amounts donated 
as well as so many people helping us spread the word to their 
friends and families. It has been truly amazing. We raised over 
$231,000, enabling us to welcome more than another 400 children 
to the Cottage.”

In December, Tony Featherston (former Cottage by the 
Sea CEO) returned to head up our “Future giving and 
Bequest Program”.

As a passionate supporter of the Cottage, this part 
time role is a perfect opportunity for Tony. He spends 
time on site reconnecting with the team and enjoying 
the noisy, joyful sounds of children. He also gets out on 
the road visiting with the many friends and supporters 
he has met over his 18 years of service to Cottage by 
the Sea.

“One of the best things about my new role,” says Tony, 
“has been showing people around the new facilities. It’s 
such a change from what people remember and so 
inspiring for the future.”

WELCOME BACK TONY

To catch up with Tony, please contact him: 0409 535 836 email: tony@cottagebythesea.com.au



It has been a delight to be able to return to visiting our supporters, 
collecting donations and describing and showing photos of the wonderful 
renovations that have taken place at the Cottage during COVID lockdown.  
A true gift to be enjoyed by children and families of the future.

Just as many of our disadvantaged families have been under pressure 
and experienced difficulties with lockdown, many of our donors and 
supporters have also felt the isolation and associated feelings that it has 
produced, but as they have said, having the Cottage to support and take 
an interest in has really helped them.   They have kept busy collecting 
groceries, knitting, buying new clothes, toys, books, etc. Since easing of 
restrictions this year, the little Cottage car has been 
busy on the road visiting, collecting and arriving 
at the Cottage loaded to the brim.  

Hadfield Ladies Activity Group (under Essie 
Chapman’s direction) has been busy. 
Irene McCormack holds a knitted parrot 
and penguin – just some of the wonderful 
work done by her Probus group and 
Anne Martin’s Village residents’ group.  
I would also like to thank the Blackburn 
South Ladies Probus Club for a generous 
donation of knitted goods.

Margaret and Kevin Stewart handed over a 
$1,660 cheque following the closure of the Companion Masters Group 
82 Lodge, as well as goodies and boxes of Easter Eggs for our children.  
The group have been very long term supporters of the Cottage. The donation 
was made in Memory of Hazel Taylor, pictured. Hazel also gave a number of 
hand written recipes to our Chef Marc - very much appreciated!

It has been wonderful and uplifting for our donors to hear about the major 
renovations undertaken at the Cottage, to show them photos of just some 
of the 15,000 meals our Chef Marc has produced for distribution to members of the community 
and to learn that we have been able to return to our core objective of assisting children and 
families in need.  Thank you to all.

ANNE CATCHPOLE

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
MELBOURNE

This year Cottage by the Sea was honoured with the Community 
Organisation of the Year Award at the Borough of Queenscliffe 
Australia Day Ceremony, in recognition of our food relief 
program during pandemic restrictions 2020.

Over the course of the program we delivered over 15,000 meals 
from over 200 different recipes using rescued food from Geelong 
Food Relief Centre, Feed Me Bellarine, Secondbite and Bellarine 
Country Butchers. We were able to support many elderly in our 
community (our eldest recipient being 96-years old), other 
isolated individuals and couples, as well as young families.  For 
many, this was their first experience of vulnerability.

COMMUNITY AWARD



$25 $50 $100 $250 $500 Other $...........

Cheque payable to Cottage by the Sea, Queenscliff Inc.

Direct debit (Please use your name as the reference)

Mastercard Visa Amex

Expiry Date CCV

$.............. Monthly Quarterly Annually
I am interested in receiving information about 

leaving a gift in my Will to Cottage By the Sea. 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT COTTAGE
With great pleasure, we are now able to welcome groups back on site to 
see our amazing new facilities. Contact the Cottage to book a time for a 
tour and morning tea.

Ph: 5258 1663   E: info@cottagebythesea.com.au

Book a speaking engagement in Melbourne. Anne Catchpole can come to 
you to share her years of Cottage knowledge and bring videos to watch.

M:  0412 431 233    E:  annecatchpole@bigpond.com.au

Frank Costa, AO
Angus Mill 
Gladys Bartlett 
Marjorie Walker 
Pat Taylor 
Reece Maggs
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