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Cottage by the Sea would like to acknowledge the Wadawurrung people who are the traditional 
custodians of the land on which the Cottage stands. We pay respect to the elders past, present and 
emerging of the Wadawurrung nation and extend that respect to other indigenous people.
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Our mission is to enhance 
the lives of more children by 
providing inspiration, fun and 
opportunity within a holiday 
environment.
We achieve our mission through our 
diverse programs, which take the form 
of short-stay camps and are offered in a 
wide range of environments. During their 
camp experience, we provide children 
with opportunities to build positive 
relationships with peers and adult role 
models, which helps participants learn 
and grow when they return to their 
schools and communities.

We also offer respite holidays for 
families, who are referred to us by 
welfare agencies. This holiday by the 
sea can help families reconnect, have 
some fun and create happy memories. 
Importantly, this service can restore a 
person’s faith in society through knowing 
there are people in the community who 
care for them. This little bit of kindness 
can bring hope for a better future.

4
Annual  Report 2022
Cottage by the Sea



Everything we do at the Cottage 
reflects Our Values:

Community

AdventureRespect

Belonging

Integrity
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Welcome
A Message 
from Our 
Patron

Rebecca Maddern - Patron
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

It was my great honour to be 
appointed the new Patron of 
Cottage by the Sea in March 
2022. To follow in the footsteps 
of the late Frank Costa AO 
is something I’m extremely 
proud of.  Frank’s contribution 
to Cottage and other 
community organisations over 
many years was remarkable.

You only have to walk through the gates 
to see how special Cottage is.  It’s a 
place that can and does, change the 
lives of the kids who come here.

As a mother myself, the most important 
thing in the world to me is the happiness 
of my child and helping others is such a 
special experience.  Giving the children 
who come to Cottage the opportunity 
to enjoy life, have new experiences and 
foster friendships and relationships as 
they transition from childhood is so 
important.

We know that even one short-stay 
program can have such a positive 
impact on the children.  For long-term 
participants the impacts are even 
greater for them and their families.

Cottage by the Sea is one of the 
oldest charities in Australia and has 
survived because of the generosity 
of its supporters, many who are 
acknowledged in this report.  I know that 
the Board, the CEO and the Cottage 
Team are as committed as at any 
time in Cottage history to provide fun, 
opportunity and inspiration for more 
children, especially as demand is at an 
all-time high.

Please join me in continuing to support 
this important work.  

As we celebrate the achievements of 
2021/22, I look forward to being part of 
the future of this wonderful organisation.

Rebecca Maddern 
Patron
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A note from our 
President & CEO 

Our President, Don

Our CEO, Adam with former 
Cottage participant, Dorothy
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Welcome to our Annual Report 
for the Financial Year ended 
30 June, 2022. The Annual 
Report is an opportunity 
to celebrate success, offer 
thanks and to give credit. 

Despite the challenges this year has posed, 
including being unable to host overnight 
programs for more than four months due to 
COVID-19 related restrictions, we enjoyed the 
company of 1,088 children on programs. In 
addition, we hosted 163 children, parents and 
carers through our Family Respite Program.  Our 
focus for the next three years is embedded within 
our new Strategic Plan 2022-2025.

Real outcomes were achieved on a regular basis 
with stories being told each week about benefits 
experienced by children, families, schools and 
communities.

One of many examples of this would be the 
Cottage Team recently assisted a student, in a 
Cottage Program, make a change of schools 
after disengaging because of bullying and is 
“smiling for the first time in ages”, now fully re-
engaged with school.  Another was a partially 
paralysed boy who attended with his mum, who 
came to the Cottage as an extra helper. His mum 
watched him with our team as a seal swam 
up and gently bumped him on the belly. This 
made her realise he was not as limited as she 
thought and she could still have these amazing 
experiences with her boy.

We hear laughter, chatter and stories of the 
children every day. Feedback surveys are 
collected after each program and sometimes 
we receive cards and letters about their life-
changing new experiences. We love welcoming 
former participants – sometimes decades later 
– who share memories of their seaside break 
and the fun, opportunity and inspiration they 
experienced. One former participant was Dorothy 
aged 96 who stayed at the Cottage some 85 

years ago. She shared with us her fond memories 
of her stay at the Cottage. Dorothy embodies the 
spirit of fun, opportunity and inspiration. 

The team’s dedication to great service and a 
person-centred approach can sometimes go 
unnoticed. In 2021/22, more than ever, they have 
demonstrated the resilience we aim to instil in 
every child who attends our program. They have 
regularly gone above and beyond to support 
participants and their families. Rebecca Maddern 
has been wonderful and active as Cottage’s new 
Patron.

We experienced a small change on the Board 
of Cottage by the Sea with Amanda Cordner 
moving to Sydney to start a family. We express 
great thanks to Amanda for her marketing 
wisdom. We welcome her replacement, Liam 
Petrie-Allbutt, a 6th generation Queenscliff/Point 
Lonsdale family member who was named the 
Borough of Queencliffe’s Citizen of the Year in 
2022 and brings great experience to the Board.

In this 132nd year of the Cottage, an annual 
operating surplus was again achieved, standing 
testament to the support of philanthropy and the 
community’s validation of the work facilitated 
through Cottage.

Without government funding we cannot do it 
without you, so on behalf of the Cottage by the 
Sea Board of Directors, we would like to extend 
our thanks to all of our volunteers, branches, 
ambassadors, our new Patron, trusts and 
foundations, corporate and individual donors 
whose ongoing support enables the Cottage 
to continue to benefit children, families and our 
broader community.

Please enjoy the read, the stories and pictures 
within the pages of this report.

Don Rankin 
President

Adam Wake 
CEO
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The year in review

On 1 July 2021, we were still 
in and out of lockdown due 
to COVID-19 and unable to 
host children. Our National 
Program, conducted in 
partnership with the Cathy 
Freeman Foundation (now 
known as the Community 
Spirit Foundation) was 
effectively forced on hold for 
the whole year.

Challenges were and 
continue to be, felt across 
many sectors.  Our team’s 
commitment met each new 
hurdle. Despite the restrictive 
and changing environment, 
the team continued to provide 
support for children, families, 
and community throughout. 

The toll of extended lockdowns 
continued to burden many 
giving rise to what has been 
called ‘the shadow pandemic’.  
The mental health concern, 
combined with economic 
uncertainty, is creating an 
even greater need for our 
services. It is important to 
discuss these truths because 
it is the responsibility of us all  
and stands testament of the 
capability, flexibility, resilience, 
and work ethic of the Cottage 
Team, enabled by the support 
received from so many in the 
community.

In January, Rebecca Maddern 
took on the role of Cottage 
by the Sea Patron after many 
years as an Ambassador.  
Geelong Cats Captain Joel 
Selwood also joined our 
team of Ambassadors.  It is 

wonderful to have both their 
support and leadership.

With demand for program 
funding at an all-time high 
and no government funding 
for programs, cancelling 
fundraising events is a 
decision not taken lightly. In 
the case of our Annual Fair 
in January, cancelling for the 
second year in a row was 
in the best interests of the 
community.  

Our Giving Day in March again 
helped significantly, bringing 
much-needed funds to 
support hundreds of children 
on programs.  Thank you 
to the generous matching 
donors who provided funds to 
double the donations received 
on the day.  The Giving Day 
could not work without you. 

COVID 19
All programs 

cancelled.

JULY 1
2021

Welcome
35 children 

from Gisbone 
arrived

Rebecca 
Maddern

becomes our 
patron

NOV
2021

Joel 
Selwood

becomes an 
ambassador

JAN
2022
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The year in review

When overnight camps 
were prohibited, programs 
continued in other formats 
including off-site, day camps.  
Children were taken on a 
variety of adventures to 
ensure as much as possible 
that they didn’t miss out.  
Some went to Live Wire Park, 
some went surfing, some for a 
picnic in a local park.

We were warmed by the 
feedback we received 
from one mother, who said: 
“Absolutely humbled by your 
generosity. I appreciate the 
kindness shown towards 
(my daughter); she felt very 
special.”

The team participated in 
training to better equip them 
for their work, including 
sessions to support them 

when working with children 
affected by trauma. 

Whilst the community food 
program had stopped, 
Chef Marc and team briefly 
supported the great food relief 
efforts of Feed Me Bellarine. 
Feed Me Bellarine helps 
Cottage with food donations 
and it seemed only right to 
return a little of that favour in 
the form of cooked dessert 
portions to be distributed via 
their extensive network.

We are fortunate to have a 
ten year Memorandum of 
Understanding with Deakin 
University. A research team 
from Deakin has been 
collating data to provide 
important evidence on the 
impact of our programs. It 
will add to the findings of the 

Social Return on Investment 
analysis completed in 2019.

We are delighted that tours 
and morning teas resumed in 
2022, enabling us to welcome 
visitors and showcase our 
facilities and programs. 

We are very grateful to the 
many people who contributed 
to our success this financial 
year, especially the volunteers, 
staff, children, schools, 
referrers and donors.

Joel 
Selwood

becomes an 
ambassador

Annual Fair
is cancelled 

due to 
restrictions

Tours & 
Morning Tea

resume in 
2022

Giving Day
brings back 

much needed 
funds

JAN
2022

MAR
2022
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Stories to be proud of
We are lucky to be constantly reminded of real outcomes of the work that we do.  It’s 
not always easy to share this information and because we move on quickly from week 
to week, the stories from one week move quickly into the background as we focus on a 
new group of individuals. This is an opportunity to reflect and share some of the stories 
throughout the year that make us proud.
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Teamwork and resilience

We are incredibly proud of the 
achievements of our staff over the last 
year, whose commitment to providing 
meaningful programs and activities for 
children never faltered.

Cottage was closed for normal 
operations for around one-third of 
the year and other COVID-19 related 
restrictions meant we had no option 
other than to cancel or postpone 30 
programs. 

Our Programs Team in particular 
was kept busy communicating with 
schools to rebook and plan for every 
contingency. As a result, we achieved 
remarkable results across REEF, Mentor, 
National and Take a Break programs 
with large numbers of children who still 
experienced a program.

CEO, Adam Wake said: “When you look at 
these facts, it’s easy to see how the team 
really did do an incredible job.”

More than ‘just a holiday’

A person recently contacted us via 
Facebook:

“My sister and I spent some time at 
Cottage by the Sea back in the early 
70s; at the time we thought it was just 
a holiday. Not until I became an adult 
did I realise it was organised by a social 
worker to give my mum and dad a break 
as they were going through something, 
so many things.”

“I remember dessert night and we got 

to have ice cream. I also remember an 
old tram and a few of us had our photo 
taken and it went into the paper.”

Cottage staff were able to track down 
the photo she spoke about, from the 
Geelong Advertiser. With the help of her 
mother, she was able to identify herself. 

“I’m so glad you found a photo because 
I remember the day very clearly. I am 58 
this year, so a very long time ago.”

It was a great feeling to be able to help 
this woman reconnect with her happy 
childhood memories. The fact that the 
Cottage is still here helping children after 
so many generations adds strength to 
our mission.

Stretching boundaries

In April, a teacher told us that many of 
the children in the group had such small 
spheres of influence that, for many, it 
was limited to “their block, local shops 
and school”.  He went on to say that 
even if the beach is just a couple of town 
districts away, the kids don’t go there.  

By encouraging our visiting children to 
step out of their comfort zones, in a safe 
and facilitated way, their opportunity 
to grow is so much greater.  Something 
that was once entirely impossible 
- perhaps overseas travel, going to 
university, an apprenticeship, or even 
getting a job - becomes possible. 

We know that a place of comfort, one’s 
comfort zone, is great to come back to, 
but as individuals we only really grow 
when we try something new.
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Adding to life’s canvas

A former Cottage Board member once 
said that many of the children who visit 
Cottage arrive with an almost blank 
piece of paper.  Every new experience is 
a splash from a rainbow on that canvas.  

Jumping from a boat or swimming with 
dolphins, catching and eating fresh fish, 
surfing, or simply being on a program for 
the first time… these all create memories 
for life and we are proud of being able to 
offer that over and over again.

Recently, we took a crisis call from one 
of our participants whose mother and 
four children needed to escape a family 
violence situation.  We were able to 
provide food and clothing vouchers, 
referral and emotional support.

At the beginning of the year, a truly 
remarkable man called just to say 
“thanks”.  He had stayed at Cottage by 
the Sea for a holiday in the 1950s.  As 
a child, he experienced some of the 
very worst that a child can endure but 
referred to his stay at Cottage as “the 
single light that gave me hope”.

Fresh air and happy days

Michelle Young, Principal at Bruthen 
Primary School, has moved us to tears 
on more than one occasion.  She told 
those who were able to attend last year’s 
Annual General Meeting:

“At the start of 2021 we were able to have 
an invitation to come to Cottage by the 
Sea and it was like a lifeline for us.”  

“I still get a bit emotional, so excuse 
my tears.  For our kids, it was a breath 
of fresh air.  It was a chance to be kids 
again and it was a chance for them to 
put the bushfires behind them and a 
chance for them to realise that life goes 
on and that things do get better and you 
survive challenges and you overcome 
adversity.  

“Cottage by the Sea provided our kids 
with an opportunity to just be kids again 
at a really important time in their lives 
and it really did set them up to be very 
successful.”

Major fundraising efforts
In January, Cottage was the recipient of 
proceeds of the auction of a premium 
four bedroom home constructed in Point 
Lonsdale’s serene The Point Estate, by 
Boutique Homes and Moremac Property 
Group, with help from more than 45 
supporting partners.

The auction raised $1.39 million in clear 
funds, committed to redevelopment 
of our Riptide facility. Riptide is our 
secondary facility and needs major 
works to achieve current standards 
for health, safety and accessibility. 
A redeveloped Riptide will enable us 
to cater for more children, which has 

14
Annual  Report 2022
Cottage by the Sea



Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Jumping right in...
an unforgettable experience!

never been more important, due to the 
impacts of COVID-19 on children already 
facing disadvantage.

Originally constructed as a motel and 
inspiration for naming Vance Joy’s 
song “Riptide”, it will be rebuilt to enable 
expansion of Cottage’s children’s camp 
program and offer respite to more 
families.

The redeveloped ‘main’ Cottage, 
completed in 2020, impresses everyone 
who visits. It continues to benefit many 
children, with capacity for larger groups. 
At times, we are doubling the number of 

children able to experience first-hand 
the joys of this wonderful location.

Another successful fundraising event 
was our second annual Giving Day, in 
March. Key supporters pledged funds 
that enabled doubling the contribution 
of every supporter who donated on the 
day. 

We are also fortunate to have 
community groups and individuals who 
are champions for Cottage and organise 
and host a range of events to raise funds 
for our children’s programs.

15
Annual  Report 2022
Cottage by the Sea



Royal Ties

The late Queen Elizabeth II’s 
grandmother, Queen Mary, was Patron 
of Cottage by the Sea under its former 
name the Ministering Children’s League 
in the mid-20th century.

When 96 year old Dorothy recently 
revisited the Cottage after 85 years our 
CEO wrote to Her Majesty the Queen 
about Dorothy’s visit and the Cottage’s 
historical ties to the monarchy. 

We were thrilled to receive a letter back 
from Her Majesty’s Lady-in-Waiting 
telling us how much her Majesty 
appreciated the letter and story about 
Dorothy.
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Our programs 
helped children 
from far and wid
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Our programs 
helped children 
rom far and wide

Besides hosting children from all around Victoria, 
here in Queenscliff, Cottage by the Sea has 
also taken our Mentors to Sydney through the 
MFS Investment Management and for a rural 
camping experience on the Edwards River in 
Moulamein NSW with APCO Service Stations.

Through our work with Community Spirit 
Foundation (formerly Cathy Freeman 
Foundation) we have worked with children from 
Palm Island and Woorabinda in Queensland 
as well as Wurrumiyanga and Galiwin’ku in the 
Northern Territory.
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In Memory
Our rich 132 year history is built upon the hard work and 
dedication of many. Cottage by the Sea honours the memories 
and gives special thanks to all our dedicated supporters who 
have passed this year.

Faye D G Adam

Noel Balaam

Lyn Biemans

Perc Boniface

Norma Burkitt

Tony Cheney

Elizabeth (Beth) Cragg

Frederick Davidson

John Joseph Fearnley

Meg Gillian

Betty Hogan

Len Jinnette

Haralambos Mandravelos

Judy McKechnie

Cam McNaughton

Denise Packham

Robert Purnell

Carmel Smith

Betty Tregent

David Wells

Roy Whiteside

Elsie May Williams
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In 2012, the Board of Cottage by the Sea 
made a strategic decision to establish 
a Foundation following the receipt of 
several significant bequests. These 
generous gifts were carefully invested 
to ‘future proof’ the ongoing work of the 
Cottage. 

Annual interest earned (or part thereof) 
on the investment is used to support 
activities, currently accounting for over 
50% of all administration needs, with the 
rest made up from fundraising activities, 
events, and grants. 

If you choose to support Cottage by way 
of a gift in your Will, it will keep on giving, 
in perpetuity, by providing ongoing 
financial security. 

Introducing our free Will writing 
partnership …

Having an up-to-date Will is one of the 
most important things you can do for 
yourself and your family, regardless of 
how much you own. However, 70% of 
adult Australians still don’t have one.

Past and future giving 

Cottage by the Sea has partnered with 
Gathered Here, a leading Australian 
online Will-writing platform to offer our 
valued supporters a free, legally binding 
Will, with free and unlimited updates for 
life. 

For more information contact us or go to 
the site below to access the platform:

https://wills.gatheredhere.com.au/c/
cottage-by-the-sea 
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Looking
ahead
Deakin University’s Centre for Research and 
Educational Impact (REDI) is working with 
Cottage to better understand the effectiveness 
of our work with disadvantaged children. REDI, led 
by renowned scholars, produces research that 
positively impacts educational theory, policy, 
teacher practice and student learning.

The Deakin REDI project is currently focussed on 
the ‘Take A Break’ program, for children aged six 
to 12 years. This work is part of a larger research 
program, building on some of the findings of a 
Social Return on Investment report completed in 
2019.

Professor Louise Paatsch is leading the Deakin 
REDI Research team, which is looking at 
program evaluations and turn-around stories. 
In addition, “through observations and reflective 
conversations with the children, teachers, 
principals, camp leaders, Cottage by the Sea 
leadership and volunteers, we will report on the 
effectiveness of Take A Break to meet its aims,” 
Professor Paatsch said.

“We are also capturing the nuances that Cottage 
has developed in its programs over many 

decades. The team’s report will provide Cottage 
by the Sea with useful feedback into both the 
significant value of current program delivery and 
areas to progress.”

“Ultimately, our research will provide 
perspectives from an independent and trusted 
source about the benefits of Cottage by the Sea 
programs.” Professor Paatsch added.

The research project resulted from a 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
Cottage by the Sea and Deakin University, 
signed in 2020. The partnership has also 
resulted in students from the Deakin School of 
Communication and Creative Arts creating plans 
for fundraising campaigns and students from 
the Deakin School of Architecture consulting on 
designs for major building projects at Cottage by 
the Sea.

Research project  
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Visiting groups are back

Fun, inspiration and
opportunity for more children 

If your community group would like to come 
along to tour Cottage and try our famous scones, 
jam and cream, then give us a call. There’s 
no better way for you to truly understand the 
work we do than coming for a chat and see for 
yourself.

In-kind donations in the form of hand-knitted 
gifts for the children, as well as new clothes 
and toys, which go in every child’s gift bag, are 
always well received.  Groups also bring much-
appreciated donations for the kitchen, helping 
us provide delicious healthy meals at as low cost 
as possible.  There is a growing volume of work 
showing the importance of good food to the 
growing mind, healthy gut = healthy mind.  This is 
something that the Cottage Team is committed 
to promoting.

As well as visiting groups, we’ve been able 
to offer our amazing space to supporting 
organisations, such as the Board of the APCO 
Foundation, the G21 (Geelong Region Alliance) 
and Give Where You Live, to hold meetings 
upstairs in the multi-function room, enjoying the 
same views as the children.  

If your Board or group would like to use this 
space, please get in touch.  It should be 
highlighted that the main distraction of this room 
is when dolphins frolic past the window!

While the last two years have challenged every 
facet of our operation, we have achieved so 
much in terms of the number of children in our 
programs, our ability to provide broader family 
support and plan for the future.

Demand for our programs has never been 
greater and children are presenting with more 
complicated and challenging behaviours. We 
are confident we can meet future challenges 
and are always planning for the next phase of 
Cottage. It’s time for us to consolidate what we 
do, knowing that we do it well.

We are grateful to everyone who supports our 
work – every contribution helps us help more 
children.
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Riptide redevelopment  

Planning has begun for redevelopment 
of the Riptide Cottage, the secondary 
building on site. Riptide has served us 
well, being used for small groups and 
family respite. A “new” Riptide will honour 
the past and create an exciting future.

Significant funding for the project has 
been provided through the generosity 
of Boutique Homes (ABN Group) and 
Moremac Property Group. We received 
net proceeds of the home they built and 
auctioned in The Point Estate in Point 
Lonsdale in January.

Local builder and Cottage Ambassador, 
David McDonald, is also working with us 
pro bono as we prepare to rebuild.

The funds, already committed to the 
redevelopment of Riptide, will help us 
develop another excellent facility for 
everyone.  As an independent audit by 
Zero C Pty Ltd confirms, the development 
is needed for access, sustainability and 
more children. Riptide is currently limited 
to just 12 people, due to occupancy 
rules and fire safety regulations, with the 
current configuration of the building.

A future challenge will be to fund the 
additional children through Riptide.
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Take a Break
Our Take a Break program 
emphasises inspiration, fun 
and opportunity. It encourages 
children to be active, healthy, 
confident and respectful.

We were delighted to welcome a total of 781 
children to participate in our Take A Break 
program this year. They enjoyed a huge range 
of activities including swimming in the ocean, 
discovering rock pools, visiting the Marine and 
Freshwater Discovery Centre in Queenscliff, 
fishing charters, exploring the local marine 
environment, boogie boarding, or simply playing 
on the beach.

Children having fun in a safe, supportive 
environment is our greatest goal. Our Programs 
Team also work with the children to draw them 
out of their comfort zone as a way of building 
confidence and resilience.  For some children 
this might be trying new foods or sleeping away 
from home. For others it’s venturing into deeper 
water or being able to surf. All achievements are 
celebrated.

A recent example was when a young Sudanese 
boy in a Take a Break program just stood and 
stared at the ocean.  He had never seen it before.  
The teacher told a group of us at lunch that she 
then saw him stand knee deep on Santa Casa 
beach at Cottage and he laughed. He stood, 
occasionally splashing, looking at the water and 
just laughed.

781
TaB program 
participants 

FY 21-22

Take a Break is a core program for Cottage by 
the Sea, offering children in Grades 3 to 6 an 
opportunity to stay with our team for up to five 
days.  The program emphasises co-operation 
and respect and encourages children to be 
healthy, active, happy and secure. 

During a Take a Break program, children enjoy 
experiences unique to our seaside location, such 
as swimming in the ocean, jumping off the back 
of a boat or going on a fishing charter as a way 
of building resilience and confidence.

Schools selected to participate in our programs 
score 999 or below on the Index of Community 
Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA), which 
recognises that key factors in students’ family 
backgrounds (parents’ occupation, school 
education and non-school education) have an 
influence on their educational outcomes.  

Data on these factors, as well as the indigenous 
status of students and geographic location 
of the school, is used in the calculation of 
the index.  The lower the value, the lower the 
socio-educational advantage.  Following the 
devastating bushfires in 2020, we also opened 
our doors to schools from communities severely 
impacted by fires. A total of 118 children attended 
these programs.
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His first time in the ocean.
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REEF
Recreation, Education, 
Environment, Friendship.

Our REEF program follows 
children through the transition 
from Primary to Secondary 
School. During Grade 6 and 
Year 7, participants attend 
up to ten camp programs at 
Cottage and offsite.

Participating in outdoor adventure and group 
activities, participants are encouraged to have 
fun while taking calculated risks.  Program 
activities are incrementally designed to help 
young people develop skills that will inspire these 
young adults and open up opportunities now 
and in the future.

Among many new experiences, our first-year 
REEF students were introduced to service by 
helping clear noxious weeds along the sand 
dunes of Queenscliff.  Activities such as these 
help children develop a deeper connection with 
their peers as well as giving them exposure 
to positive adult role models.  To give back, to 
volunteer, to adopt a ‘service’ mentality, are 
important tools in life for personal satisfaction 
and strengthens young people’s engagement 
with the broader community.

In a recent article in The Age, Clinical 
Psychologist Professor Caroline Hunt noted that 
the mental health of young people is almost 
visibly unravelling.  She said: “Young people are 
designed to be active, social beings – separating 
from their families, bonding with their peers 
and exploring the world. Nature calls them to 
take risks, gather with others their own age and 
embrace life. Living should be full of firsts for 
young people and the chance to stake claims 
to new independence with travel, jobs and 
friendships.”  

Our REEF and Mentor programs give 
opportunities for young people to pursue just 
this.  Away from their families, we provide a safe 
social space for our participants to make new 
friends, experience a great many ‘firsts’.

56
REEF program 
participants 

FY 21-22

Our current REEF participants are from the 
Bellarine and western suburbs.

Each year our team approaches the schools 
in targeted areas; many of these are familiar 
with Cottage by the Sea having participated in 
the Take a Break program over the years.  The 
schools then refer children to us who they believe 
will benefit most. 

After two years of disrupted schooling and 
uncertainty, it’s more important than ever that 
we help this cohort increase in confidence to 
help navigate the transition to their next stage of 
education.  

Many of the children who participate in 
REEF have been identified as being at risk of 
disengagement, which has risen exponentially 
over the past couple of years.  Our work at 
Cottage is critical to preventing and reversing 
disengagement by giving young people a place 
to belong, hope for their future and tools to help 
them on their journey through life.

28
Annual  Report 2022
Cottage by the Sea



Participants went to the snow.  For many of them 
this will be a once in a lifetime experience – an 
adventure that is beyond their means.  As well 
as an amazing experience, the trip works on 
building resilience.  Learning to ski or snowboard 
tests patience, physical endurance and mental 
strength. These personal development skills are 
fundamental to Cottage by the Sea programs.

As the toll of lockdowns continued late into 2021, 
we stayed in regular contact with participants 
offering them a supportive ear, help accessing 
support services and advice on our scholarship 
program available to REEF and Mentor 
participants.  

The process of filling in a scholarship form in itself 
has great value.  For example, just to sit quietly 
and think about: “what do I need to improve 
myself?”, “what does this mean to me and others 
around me?” has real value.  The application 
process explores what the REEF participant is 
doing to further their own goals themselves and 
what additional help might they need from us.

Our REEF and Mentor programs offer multiple 
‘touchpoints’ to build children’s self-esteem and 
confidence, giving them tools of resilience to stay 
engaged and lead their best lives.

“A new REEF participant walked up to me as I 
arrived to work one morning and said: “Who 
are you?  I’m normally really homesick but last 
night I got through the WHOLE night without 
crying for the first time ever.”  Adam Wake, CEO

“The REEF program is such a special 
program and I’m so fortunate to be a part 
of it. The staff are so lovely and funny. 
Thank you!” REEF Participant.

Background: Each year, our Cottage 
Team identify areas of significant need. 
Some students come from backgrounds 
with signifcant generational 
disadvantage. One local primary school 
Principal with students who attended 
the Cottage said: “A lot of these kids 
haven’t got any idea what employment 
looks like.”
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Mentor

The underpinning goals of the Mentor program 
are for young people to be actively contributing 
to their community, school, at home and at 
Cottage. Mentors join us from the REEF program 
(Recreation, Education, Environment, Friendship) 
program, which they begin in Grade 6.

Our Mentor program also gives children 
and their family access to programs and 
resources that help meet their health and 
wellbeing needs. Through our adventure-
based program, participants are supported to 
develop confidence, resilience and skills as they 
determine future pathways. 

Children are increasingly presenting at Cottage 
with complex, challenging behaviours. We take 
our role seriously in providing wrap-around 
support for our participants and their families.

Highlights of the year included one group of 
participants completing the Food Handling 

Certificate and following up with some baking 
in the Cottage kitchen. The others completed 
First Aid training. There was also dancing, Easter 
arts and crafts and snorkelling, where one brave 
participant helped bring a Banjo Ray up to the 
surface to show the rest of the group. 

The older group of Mentors embarked on an 
offsite mountain climbing program at Mount 
Arapiles, in The Grampians. They overcame a 
wet weather start to achieve what proved a 
true test of resilience, a level nine climb called D 
Major. To complete this tough multi-pitch climb 
they had to overcome both physical and mental 
challenges but they did it! 

The group enjoyed the spectacular view in 
the quiet and calm of the summit. With much 
laughter, they shared a massive feeling of 
accomplishment, before beginning their descent. 
They later said this was the scarier challenge, 
with a ledge in the middle of the abseil that they 

Up to 6 
camps per 

year per 
Mentor 

FY 21-22

Where programs are held: Cottage 
in Queenscliff and offsite, including 
urban (Melbourne/Sydney), snow 
and canoeing experiences. Mentors 
also gain qualifications in hospitality, 
barista, food handling and first aid.

13-18
Age of our 

Mentors
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managed to walk around, finally placing their 
feet on the ground for the first time in hours. This 
was the greatest achievement of the trip, one 
that they will remember for the rest of their lives. 

To celebrate the end of 2021, a group of Mentor 
participants went sailing on the Gippsland Lakes. 
Spread across three sailing boats, the group 
spent four days and three nights sailing and 
sleeping on board. It was a fantastic opportunity 
to relax and unwind in nature, away from their 
phones, electronics and social media. 

In between programs, Mentors and their families 
know they can contact Cottage for support 
or response to an emergency. They can also 
receive practical help, such as school requisites. 
During lockdown periods in 2021, our program 
staff provided regular communication and 

opportunities to engage online. They also gave 
practical help to families, including one leaving a 
domestic violence situation.

Feedback :  “During last year it was 
challenging to connect with other 
people and go outside and feel the 
freedom that I used to have and it was 
a real struggle with school and feeling 
locked up all of the time. Cottage by the 
Sea helped me feel that bit of freedom 
again and let me go outside and no 
longer feel as locked up. Cottage gave 
me new experiences and gave my mind 
something else to think about. A good 
distraction while also teaching me new 
skills.”
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We partner with Community Spirit Foundation (formerly 
the Cathy Freeman Foundation) to help deliver the Horizons 
Program for students from four communities - Palm Island, 
Woorabinda, Wurrumiyanga and Galiwin’ku. 

The Horizons Program focuses on 
personal development and supports 
students to plan for their future and 
think about life after school by providing 
experiential learning opportunities. This 
supports students to strengthen their 
self-efficacy, resilience and encourages 
them to create a plan for the future. 

The program provides students with 
week-long trips to Brisbane, Darwin, 
Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne as 
well as four Community Programs. The 
students who attend are chosen by their 
school leadership for high attendance 
at school and for positive classroom 
behaviour. Activities in each program 
provide many new experiences and 
push students outside their comfort 
zone. 

In 2021, one group of Cottage staff 
was literally in the air when a Northern 
Territory lockdown forced the 
cancellation of the Darwin program. 
So when staff landed, they were turned 
around and put on the first available 
flight back to Melbourne.  

National
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As we were unable to plan visits to the 
major cities, as is the usual practice, we 
assisted with planning in-community 
programs. It was great to see 
communities enjoy hosting programs for 
their future generations. 

We are proud to partner with the 
Community Spirit Foundation to help 
deliver this program.
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Family respite
An increasing number of 
families are accessing respite 
at Cottage by the Sea as 
they recover from impacts 
of COVID-19. It provides a 
chance for families in crisis 
to get away from their day-
to-day life for a short seaside 
break. 

1960s.  She gave staff goose bumps with 
a beautifully articulated recollection of 
her time here and what it has meant to 
her throughout her life since.  

She told us that her time at Cottage was 
the one happy memory of her childhood.  
It will stay with her forever. Those happy 
memories were the only thing that could 
not be taken away from her, unlike 
everything else in her childhood.  The 
time spent at Riptide Cottage was the 
first time the family has had a holiday 
together. 

This year we have stepped up our family 
respite program.  Using our Riptide 
facility, the program offers families an 
opportunity for a holiday away from their 
everyday lives.  It is a chance for families 
to relax together, reconnect and create 
happy memories.  

Families have many different reasons 
for needing our support.  We recently 
hosted a single mother who was living 
in a caravan. For them it gave them 
the opportunity to do what they love, 
bake together. Having access to a 
fully functional kitchen was what they 
needed to enjoy important bonding time 
together. Another fond memory created 
at the Cottage that will stay with the 
family forever. 

The families coming to Cottage for 
respite are well known to the referring 
agencies, which include; Bethany Family 
Support, Justice Connect, Salvation 
Army, Colac Area Health, Neami National 
and Drummond Street Services. Some 
respite families are grandparents caring 
for children.

This year, we welcomed 163 participants 
in this program. They stayed in our 
Riptide cottage, the former Riptide Motel, 
on the weekends and through school 
holidays. These are family groups who 
would otherwise not get the chance for 
such a holiday. 

One family staying in Riptide included 
a grandmother who came to Cottage 
by the Sea as a child herself, in the late 
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Another family who stayed had 
their young child spend two years in 
chemotherapy, and the effects took 
their toll. Having time to relax and enjoy 
the beach and nature was soothing, a 
place where they could just take time for 
themselves. 

Another family was a single mum with 
six children who stayed for a weekend.  
They were greeted with goody bags full 
of hand-knitted gifts, toys and clothing 
donated by our generous supporters.

Recent feedback included:

“Riptide cottage was such a special 
place. We immediately felt welcomed. 

Gorgeous views and how lucky were we 
to stay smack bang in the middle of it all. 
What a location! We were in the water 
every day, made lots of great memories. 
Happiest time ever. Thank you for such a 
wonderful opportunity I really appreciate 
it so much, thank you for thinking of us. It 
was perfect. Just what we needed.”

“Thank you for allowing us to stay here. 
Words cannot convey how much fun 
and laughter my children have enjoyed. 
It has been a magical few days and we 
are incredibly grateful. From the bottom 
of our hearts, thank you.”
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

With our shared values and 
common goals, we are all on 
the Cottage Team.

Everyone is welcome and everyone involved in 
any capacity is part of the extended Cottage 
Team.  They belong.  Individuals sometimes 
don’t fully appreciate the importance of their 
involvement.  

We are many and every single person makes 
up an important cog in the wheels that turn to 
make our visiting children feel happiness, to 
be inspired, to take hold of the opportunities 
provided and all the time, while they are having 
fun.

Happiness brings hope, new experiences bring 
confidence and fun inspires new friendships. 
These outcomes often last well beyond the 
duration of the program and in many cases 
provide a positive impact across a lifetime.

To deliver the best outcomes to the young 
people we support, our Programs Team is 
trained in Trauma Informed Therapy.  Drawing 
on research and academic theory, the team 
gained insight into why our current practice 
works.  By providing happy and affirmative 
experiences, we are able to support a positive 
psychological transformation.  We see and hear 
this anecdotally, but to learn about underlying 
scientific evidence was of great encouragement.

Each of these experiences and all our programs 
require significant investment.  Particularly 
investment in our staff who, already highly 
trained, are continuously given opportunities for 
professional development.  

As well as outdoor education skills, water safety 
and first aid, our Programs Team members have 
mental health first aid and adventure therapy 
for complex trauma training that gives them the 
best skills to support the children in our care. Our 
drivers will undergo an advanced bus-driving 
course later in the year to ensure the highest 
level of safety on the road is achieved when 
transporting the kids.

In recognition of the challenging times we face 
and those that many of our children have been 
routinely exposed, an EAP (Employee Assistance 
Program) has been introduced to offer our staff 
anonymous help if ever needed.

The Geelong Advertiser reported that Victoria’s 
Chief Psychiatrist Dr Neil Coventry feared 
“vulnerable Victorians would need ongoing 
support long after the nation reopened”.  

Dr Coventry said his biggest concern was for 
children and teenagers. “Fortunately, most 
children will be resilient and have resilient 
families, but there are some families that are 
struggling with other issues, and families with 
unemployment and substance abuse, domestic 
violence – the perfect storm to get aggravated in 
the situation of the pandemic we are living with,” 
he said.  

As news and statistics continue to highlight the 
downturn in mental health of young Victorians, 
now being called the biggest threat facing the 
State, we strengthen our resolve to reach more 
children in need.

Together, with the help of our supporters, we are 
changing children and young adult’s futures.

Our Team
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Adam Wake
CEO

Andrew Balaam
Special Projects

Anne Catchpole
Community Relations - Melbourne 

Anthony Rickard
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Cottage Staff
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Cottage by the Sea volunteers 
are a dedicated team 
providing up to 160 hours of 
support each week. 

While volunteers don’t work directly with children 
in our programs, they provide important 
assistance with Administration, Kitchen, Cottage 
History, Donations, Morning Teas and other areas 
of operation. They are valued members of the 
team, supporting our mission through a shared 
understanding of our vision and values.

We welcomed eight new volunteers this year: 
Andrew Gati, Helen Grummett, Jacqui Huxtable, 
Judith Way, Julie Fitzpatrick, Pauline Rickard, 
Sheena Haggerty and Suzanne Ivermee. We 
sadly said goodbye to a long-time volunteer 
Beth Craggs. 

A highlight was celebrating Sandra Vizard’s 
20th year of volunteering service. Sandra is 
often the first person visitors to Cottage meet at 
reception or speak to when they call. What an 
achievement! 

We also hosted a lunch for our volunteers 
during National Volunteer Week. The knowledge 
and experience of our volunteers enriches 
our Community, ultimately providing a higher 
standard of care for our kids.

Being a volunteer anywhere means you are 
part of a community; it can give a real sense 
of satisfaction and self-worth. Being a part of 
Cottage by the Sea means you are part of a 
great organisation and community. We need you 
to do what we do!

Volunteers
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Bellarine

President: Julie Bingley 

Secretary: Jan Sprague

Treasurer: Jo Barker

Highton Ceres Acorn

President: Rosalind Leigh OAM

Secretary: Lesley Robinson

Treasurer: Mary Palmer

Queenscliff

President: Beverley Davies
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Treasurer: Janet Finlay

Geelong

President: Rhonda Rotherham

Secretary / Treasurer: Robyn Harper
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Sue Armstrong
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Judy McKechnie
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Heather Moore

W.G. Philip

Gwen Pitfield

Michael Randall OAM

Sue Reilly

Sue Richardson

Jean Williamson

Alan Harrison

Amanda Flynn

Andrew Cannon

Andrew Simms

Annie James

Curtis Stone 
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Ambassadors
Eric Black
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Ian Cover OAM

Jade Augustine

Jan Wilkinson

Joel Selwood

Louisa White

Madi Browne

Mal Campbell

Patrick Dangerfield

Rod Laver

Warren Davies
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It has been fantastic to be ‘on the road again’ in 
the little Cottage car, collecting donations and 
updating our dedicated donors and supporters 
about our programs and how wonderful it is to 
hear the sound of children’s voices throughout 
the building and playground. 

The logo on the side of the car certainly catches 
peoples’ eye and has produced many guest 
speaking and donation opportunities. I have 
travelled north, south, east and west throughout 
metropolitan Melbourne, spreading the word 
about the great programs offered by our Camp 
Leaders and the obvious benefits to the children. 

I was privileged to speak on behalf of the 
Cottage at the funeral of long-term donor and 
supporter Len Jinnette. We will miss Len and 
another long-term donor and supporter, Kevin 
Stewart, who passed away this year. His wife 
Margaret continues to regularly donate and 
each Easter hands over boxes of Easter Eggs for 
the children. 

It is always great catching up with past Cottage 
attendee and bequester Charles Adams¸ 
fantastic donor Pinchapoo (Kate Austin) who 
loads up the Cottage bus and trailer with 
donations of toiletries and so many other donors 
and supporters. 

Many Probus, Rotary, Retirement Villages, 
friendship groups etc. continue to support us and 
enjoy receiving our Newsletters, Calendars and 
Annual Reports.  I regularly meet the Cottage 
bus with my little car loaded to the brim with 
donations that I have collected - we couldn’t do 
it without you.

Our grateful thanks.

Anne Catchpole 
Community Relations, Melbourne

Community relations – 
Melbourne
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Board of Directors
Cottage by the Sea Board of Directors 

kindly volunteer their time, skills 

and knowledge to help steer the 

organisation in the right direction.  

Overseen by the Board, an overhaul of our Risk 
Framework was completed.  An insurance risk 
assessor gave Cottage the distinction of a 10/10 
score with no recommendations.  Our broker 
advised this was the first time he had seen this in 
35 years of working in the insurance industry.

Don Rankin – President

Don is a chartered accountant and was a 
founding partner of Pitcher Partners. He has a 
long history advising middle market businesses. 
Don, his wife Megan and family have spent 
holidays at their house in Point Lonsdale for 
almost 40 years.

Scott Chapman – Vice President

Scott has held the position of Chief Executive 
of the Royal Flying Doctor Service Victoria since 
2010, and has a lifelong involvement in outdoors 
and camps. Scott and his partner Jacqui ‘s 
favourite part of the world is Point Lonsdale, 
where they have a holiday home.

Jerome Walsh – Treasurer

Jerome is a Chartered Accountant and Fellow of 
FINSIA with over 20 years in the finance industry. 
He is married to Alison, with whom he enjoys the 
company of their adult children.

Dennis Smart

Dennis has a career spanning more than 30 
years as a Managing Director of the Woods 
Auto Group. Now retired, Dennis and his wife 
Sue are spending more time involved with their 
5 young grandchildren, travelling and enjoying 
their Queenscliff beach house and the local 
community.

Michael Randall OAM

Michael has been in the securities industry for 
over 30 years, he is a founding Director of the 
Financial Services Foundation. Along with his wife, 
Nikki Coghill, and two daughters, Michael enjoys 
spending time at his holiday home in Point 
Lonsdale.

Natalie Hickey

Natalie is a barrister at the Victorian Bar 
specialising in commercial law and intellectual 
property. She is an alumni of Point Lonsdale 
Primary School.

Priscilla Seyfort

Priscilla’s entire professional and academic 
life has focused on the wellbeing and interests 
of children. She has a particular interest in 
supporting disadvantaged children, and has a 
PhD from the University of Melbourne. Priscilla 
holidayed at Queenscliff as a child, and she 
and her husband, Anthony, own a house in 
Queenscliff where they enjoy holidays with their 
four children.

Liam Petrie-Allbutt 

Liam is an award-winning designer who consults 
on large-scale projects providing design and 
engineering solutions across various industries.  
Liam was raised in Point Lonsdale and is from 
a 6th generation Queenscliffe/ Point Lonsdale 
family, with strong ties to the local community.  
He was the Borough of Queenscliffe’s Young 
Citizen of the Year in 2016 and Citizen of the Year 
in 2022.

Amanda Cordner

Amanda is the Founder and Director of Sea 
Salt Marketing and has more than a decade of 
experience in the industry. Amanda grew up in 
Point Lonsdale and was on the Cottage Board for 
four years but work and family life have moved 
her interstate.  The Cottage will always have a 
special place in her heart.
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Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Major Donors
Over $300,000
Estate of Dawn Douglas 
Shoebridge

Shine On Foundation

$100,000 or over
Estate of the late Damian Luigi 
Bernasconi

The Anthony Costa Foundation

The Hugh Williamson Foundation

Rado Family Foundation

The Jolimont Foundation

$40,000 or over
Michael Vickers-Willis

Bulls & Bears Golf Group

The Marian & E H Flack Trust

$20,000 or over
Pierce Armstrong Foundation

The Eric & Elizabeth Gross 
Foundation P/L

The Rippers Club

Peter Latham

Mr Geof & Mrs Alison Nash

Randall Foundation Pty Ltd

Cottage by the Sea Branches

The G W Vowell Foundation Ltd

Erdi Foundation

MFS International Australia Pty 
Limited

Ducas-Paul Foundation

Simply Energy

APCO Foundation Pty Ltd

The Stuart Leslie Foundation

Rita Andre

Millbrook Funds Pty Ltd

Mrs Liz Hooley

$10,000 or over
The Gray Family Charitable Trust,

Percy Baxter Charitable Trust

Geelong Community Foundation

Mr Ralph & Mrs Barbara Ward-
Ambler: Ward Ambler Foundation

Marion Isabel Thomas Estate

The Lyone Foundation

Glynn Harvey

Bruce Edmunds & Associates P/L

Westpac Foundation

Millbrook Mortgage Management 
Ltd

Janet Torney

The Keith Mackenzie Will Trust

Target Australia Pty Ltd

Flora & Frank Leith Charitable 
Trust

The Smart Family

The Dawn Wade Foundation

Dimmick Charitable Trust

Sophia & Mark Gray

$5,000 or over
The William Angliss (Victoria) 
Charitable Fund

TAC

Social Enterprise Group

Lonnie Queens Birthday Classic

Roma Balaam

Ainslie Cummins

Lonsdale Links

Perpetual Philanthropic Services

SPS CORPORATION

Lago Corporation Pty Ltd

The Eirene Lucas Foundation

Kate Sheldon

Gerties Group (Inc.) Opportunity 
Shop

Xtreme Technology

Turosi Giving

H V McKay Charitable Trust

WSSK Armstrong Family Trust

$2,000 or over
Queenscliff Cruising Yacht Club

Future Generation Australia

Queenscliff Golf Club 

Jan Short

Johnson Family Foundation

Mona Georgina Harris Perpetual 
Charitable Trust

Geelong Connected 
Communities

Illabrook P/L -J.Roach, R.Roach & 
S.Gough

Valerie Osbourne

Jack Moody Charitable 
Foundation

Women of the University Fund

Children’s Joy Foundation Intl 
Australia Ltd

Applewood Retirement Village 
Craft Group

Patricia M Turner

Elizabeth and Andrew Turner 
Legacy

The Isabel & John Gilbertson 
Charitable Trust

Wendy Lewis

Donnie Grigau

Catherine Gray

Jean Williamson

Randall & Lynda Lewis

Designer Concept Photography

Mary Davidson

Vanessa Cariss

Coralie Erwin

Rotary Club of Heidelberg

Mark Ambrose Whiting

L R Cazaly Trust Fund

Andrew Balaam

Barry Gilbert

John Antoniou

Pat Bellhouse

Mr Jim & Miss Judy Allen

Eril Deighton

Daniel Tour
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$1,000 or over
Christina Cheers

Ann Summers

Mr Ian & Mrs Margaret Hunter

Andrew M Cannon

Hardware Foundation

Noel Boniface

The Breeze Point Lonsdale

ABN Group-Boutique Homes

Dr Jill Maddox & Mr Ian Evans

Andrew & Pam Crockett

Vauna Jaensch

Gill Hunt

Patricia Lowe

Mrs Beverley Hargreaves

Kaye Nixon

Wightons Lawyers

Helen Evans

Mark Lorton Photography

Gladys Wilson

Linton Takeaway & Newsagency

Cecilia Sweetman

Deirdre Barnett

Scott  Podmore

Andrew Narita

Gforce Employment + 
Recruitment

Natalie Hickey

Natalie Eastgate

Jenny Blencowe

Adem Djakic

Maurice Anglin

Priscilla Seyfort

Ann M Perrott

The Pups - Melbourne

Jennifer Murchie

Ocean Grove Uniting Church 
Outreach Centre & Opportunity 
Shop

Jane Caldwell

Citywide Utilities Pty Ltd t/a 
Gordon McKay

Jacqueline Birrell

Scott Lovett

Mrs Roberta Speed

Alison Moore

Mr Jim & Mrs Brenda Venters

Anne Huffam

Kimberley Foundation

Alfred Kruijshoop

Lilli Balaam

Lisa Huett

$500 or over
Probus Club of Bellarine Ladies

Queenscliff Day Spa

Kim Day

St John’s Uniting Church Mt 
Waverley

Monash National Seniors

Ameropa Australia

Leopold News & Lotto

Matt Armstrong

Joan Hammonds

PayPal Giving Fund Australia

Catrin Taylor

Bill Pretty

Don & Judy Cameron

Margaret Cash

Belmont Uniting Church

Geelong Harley Owners Group Inc.

Jill Wagstaff

Alison Chinn

Sitetech Solutions Pty Ltd

Adrian and Julie Jones

Jenny Empson

Madeleine Curtain

Empson Consult and Care

Roslyn M Thornton

Tim Dennis

Tony Harman

Gabrielle Mann

Macquarie Bank

Glenroy Central Ladies Probus 
Club

Bethlehem in Brighton

Gillian Gubbins

Kevin Dennis

Jerome Walsh

Thomas Cameron

Louise M. Gourlay

Hadfield Ladies Gymnasium
Joan Crook

Margaret Watson

Rob & Lou Tehan

Barbara Rogalski

Megan Hawkins

Probus Club of Belmont Ladies 
Inc.

Barbara Williams

Peter Buckley

Pt Lonsdale Bowls Club Inc

Barry Medew Building Supplies 
Pty Ltd

Gerard & Jenni White

Henry Berry Estate and Trust

Australian Communities 
Foundation

Hadfield Community Activities 
Group

Bob Bellhouse

Michael Homewood

Max Luff

Dianne Cheevers

Special thanks to all of our donors including those who have anonymously donated over 
$1.07 Million, allocated across infrastructure, programs and the Cottage Foundation.
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In Kind Donations

Anaconda

APCO Foundation Pty Ltd

Applewood Retirement Village 
Craft Group

Australian Red Cross

Philip Balzer

Bannockburn Older Adults 
Exercise Group

Eunice Barnes OAM

Cate Barr

Barrabool/Modewarre Uniting 
Church

Barwon Foods

Beaut Beanies Knitting Group

Bellarine Basketball Association

Bellarine Community Health Ltd

Bellarine Country Butchers

Bellarine Springs RV Craft Group

Belmont Uniting Church

Big 4 Beacon Resort Queenscliff

Jenny Brandwijk

Jill Brown

Magda Burridge

Marilyn Cameron

Mal Campbell

Kirsty Canepa

Dina Cantamaglia

Sylvia Carter

Jodi, Tim, James & Ella Carty

Maureen Cattanach

Cheltenham Ladies Probus Club

Naomi Chittock

Val Clancy

David Clarke

Collingwood Children’s Farm

Lorraine Collison

Lucie Colombo

Sue Colville

Combined Probus Club of 
Wheelers Hill

Wendy Cooke

The Country Women’s Association 
of Victoria Inc.

Bev Crosthwaite

Lavinia Cuming

CWA Boroondara Branch

CWA Rodney Branch

Judith Dalton

Alice Davis

Brenda Ditcham

Valda Doedel

Drysdale Ladies View Club

Drysdale R.S.L. Women’s Auxiliary

Drysdale Uniting Church

Dulux Trade Centre

Pam Duthie

Phyllis Edmonstone

Jan Elevato

Patricia Engels

Feed Me - Bellarine, Geelong  Surf 
Coast

Barbara Foenander

Barbara Foyers

Lucy Fraser

Jenny Furletti

Ainsley Fyfe

Jeanette Fyffe

Beverley Gamble

Sandra Gawthorpe

Geelong Hand Weavers & 
Spinners

Jenny Gleeson

Kaye Goodwin

Vicky Griffiths
Mary Grundy

Clare Guiney

Hadfield Community Activities 
Group

Hamilton Community House Inc

Beth Hamilton

Marilyn Hansen

Alan Harrison

Margaret Harry

Nikki Hart

Hastings Combined Probus Club

Margaret Haycroft

Nellie Hayes

Dorothy Hepburn

Margaret Hill

Libby Hogg

Robyn Holt

Mandy Howard

Jacqui Huxtable

IGA Queenscliff

Illawarra Knitters

Inner Wheel Club of Geelong Inc.

Inverleigh Presbyterian Church

Lorraine Irwin

Suzanne Ivermee

JB’s Wear

Michael Jerinic

Kate Jess

Barbara Johns

John Johnson

Jeanette Jones

Karen Joyce

Keilor View Club

Dianne & Peter Kemp

Val Kemp

Margaret Kerr

Ket Bakery

Heather Knight

Rhonda Knight

Some supporters who assisted, volunteered and donated their 
time, skills and energy over the past year.

44
Annual  Report 2022
Cottage by the Sea



Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Knit4Charities Inc

Ladies Craft Group Lifestyle 
Communities

The Ladies Probus Club of 
Sunbury Inc.

Diana Lambley

Margaret & Graeme Laurie

Leopold Ladies Midweek Tennis 
Club

Ian Loader

Gloria Joan Longden

Lyndsay & Irene Stonehouse

Col MacKenzie

Barbara Mackey

Joy Manley

Marine & Freshwater Discovery 
Centre

Margo Mason

Lois Matheson

Trudy McColl

Davina McIntosh

Yvonne McIntyre

Mary McKenzie

Carol McRandall

Fay Meenks

Janis Mesiti

Loretta Miller & Family

Len & Audrey Milligan

M Molloy

Heather Moore

Lorraine Morris

Mr Anthony & Mrs Sue Hudgell

Mr John & Mrs Elaine Hatty

Lindsay Noble

Norlane Church of Christ

Norlane Community Centre Craft 
Group

Anne Nunan

Lyn O’Brien

Ocean Grove Chat & Craft Group

Ocean Grove Church of Christ 
Craft Group

Ocean Grove Craft Group

Ocean Grove on Barwon Ladies 
Probus Club

Bailey Ohlsen

Joy Paddle

Vicki Palmer

Pharmacy 4 Less

Point Lonsdale Newsagency

Valerie Priddley

Probus Club of Blackburn South 
Ladies

Probus Club of Drysdale Ladies

Probus Club of Fawkner-
Merlynston

Probus Club of Keilor East

Probus Club of Noble Park

Probus Club of Portarlington 
Bayview

Probus Club of Queenscliff/Point 
Lonsdale

Probus Club of Waurn Ponds 
Combined

Michael Randall OAM

Heather Riches

Dulcie Ridley

John Robertson

Adrienne Rowland

Jan Saville

Margaret Schneebeli

Yvonne Scott

Rosemary Selkirk

Seventh Day Adventist Church

Share the Dignity

Brenda Sims

Grant Sizer

Frankie Smith

Jill Smith

St Paul’s Anglican Church

St Paul’s Lutheran Church Ladies 
Fellowship

Anita Stapleton

Margaret Stewart

Patti Stewart (Formerly Evans)

Glenda Stone

TAC

Pam Taylor

Terry & Myrna Green

Cheryl Timbury

Pam Timmins

Vivienne Todd

Deb Townsend

Tuesday Craft Group Ladies

Uniting Age Well Kalkee 
Community - Murray

Uniting Church of Ocean Grove 
Craft Group

Sandra Vizard

Wandarrah Arts & Crafts

Wesley Craft Group

Wesley Uniting Church

Westgate Diners Group

Wightons Lawyers

Gladys Wilson

Chris & Pam Wintershoven
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Financials
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the success of the Cottage over the past 
year. The Cottage had a strong financial result for the year.

As noted in the addendum accompanying the Financial Report, Cottage programs 
and operations ran at a surplus of $30,508. This was achieved without any government 
stimulus payments or other government funding.

Sources of revenue
Fundraising & events

Individuals

Trusts & foundation

CBTS Foundation dividends & interest

Special bequests & donations

Corporations

Cottage branches & community groups

Cottage generated income, hire & sales

29%

23%

20%

16%

8%

2%

1%

1%

Allocation of funds
Operating & program expenses

Future site development

Foundation investment

Program sub fund

Administration & fundraising

Future children’s services & programs

29%

23%

19%

16%

10%

3%
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Thank you for your 
support over the 

2022 year
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The Australian Tax Office endorses Cottage by the Sea for charity tax concessions, including donations $2 and 
over, which are tax deductible. Cottage by the Sea Is entered in the public register maintained by the Australian 
Business Register at www.abr.business.gov.au

www.cottagebythesea.com.au

29 Flinders Street
Queenscliff, Vic. 3225

ABN: 21 987 748 593

+61 3 5258 1663
info@cottagebythesea.com.au
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